A   LETTER   TO  A   MEMBER  OF   PARLIA-
MENT,   IN   IRELAND,   UPON   THE
CHOOSING  A  NEW  SPEAKER

THERE.
SIR,

YOU may easily believe I am not at all surprised at what
you tell me, since it is but a confirmation of my own
conjecture that I sent you last week, and made you my re-
proaches upon it at a venture. It looks exceeding strange,
yet, I believe it to be a great truth, that, in order to carry a
point in your house, the two following circumstances are of
great advantage; first, to have an ill cause; and, secondly, to
be a minority. For both these circumstances are extremely
apt to unite men, to make them assiduous in their attendance,
watchful of opportunities, zealous for gaining over proselytes,
and often successful, which is not to be wondered at, when
favour and interest are on the side of their opinion Whereas,
on the contrary, a majority with a good cause are negligent
and supine They think it sufficient to declare themselves
upon occasion in favour of their party, but, sailing against
the tide of favour and preferment, they are easily scattered
and driven back. In short, they want a common principle
to cement, and motive to spirit them; For the bare acting
upon a principle from the dictates of a good conscience, or
prospect of serving the public, will not go very far under the
present dispositions of mankind. This was amply verified
last sessions of Parliament, upon occasion of the money bill,
the merits of which I shall not pretend to examine, 'Tis
enough that, upon the first news of its transmission hither,
in the form it afterwards appeared, the members, upon dis-
course with their friends, seemed unanimous against it, I
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